
9th World Chambers Congress gets underway in Italy 
Torino, Italy 10 June 2015 
 
The 9th World Chambers Congress begins today in Torino, Italy 
bringing together chamber and business leaders from 109 countries.  
Under the theme ‘Identity, Community, Vision’, the world’s largest 
gathering of chambers will address current global trends affecting 
chambers of commerce and their respective communities: from 
economic recovery to climate change and other pressing issues that 
transcend national boundaries. 
 

Mayor of Torino Piero Fassino who inaugurated the event said: 
“Torino is happy and honoured to host the 9° World Chambers 
Congress and welcomes all those who have come here from every 
corner of the world. Chambers of commerce are a privileged tool in the 
economic world to circulate ideas, create projects and start a dialogue 
with markets that are becoming more global and articulated. We are 
proud to host the Congress, especially because Torino can count on 
important international assets that we are strongly promoting abroad”. 
 

Organized by the International Chamber of Commerce’s World 
Chambers Federation (WCF) and hosted by the Torino Chamber, the 
biennial Congress offers hands-on solutions to support the 
development of small- and medium-sized enterprises, and showcases 
pragmatic tools for trading in today’s global marketplace. 
 

“Chambers of Commerce play an increasingly important role in the 
global economy and are central to ICC’s vision to promote trade as a 
driver of growth, jobs and sustainable development. The World 
Chambers Congress is an essential forum to promote knowledge 
sharing between chambers from around the world—driving real 
innovation in the important services they offer to businesses and in the 
development of public-private partnerships,” said ICC Chairman Terry 
McGraw. 
 

World Chambers Federation Chair Peter Mihok said: “Two sets of 
principles to be unveiled during the Congress – our Chamber 
Declaration and our new Guiding Principles to Defend the Rights of 
Entrepreneurs – are illustrative of the essential work chambers of 
commerce undertake around the world to promote a favourable and 
sustainable business environment.” 
 

 
Taking place over three days, the 9th World Chambers Congress features four plenary sessions on a range 
of issues including the changing nature of world trade, the impact of migration and the availability of skills, 
how chambers can help businesses adapt to the challenges of climate change and the need for business 
input from local contexts into the Millennium Development Goals.  

“From Afghanistan to Zambia, from Pacific atolls up to the great western powerhouses: the global economic 
world gathers here – in Torino – at this event we wanted and secured with determination and persistence now 
attracting a huge turnout, “said Vincenzo Ilotte, President of the Torino Chamber of Commerce. 
“Chambers of commerce are present everywhere and in every country that is represented here today. They 
work side by side with businesses delivering services and training, and helping them going international, 
promoting local products. This is the strong message Torino is sending out today. Chambers of commerce, 
notwithstanding the structural and organizational diversities, have an irreplaceable and unique role in the 
world as representatives of enterprises”. 
 
In addition to four plenary sessions, 25 workshops are set to address key challenges and opportunities for 
businesses today. These include SME financing; youth entrepreneurship and job creation, managing the 
increasing complexity of metropolitan  cities, the role of chambers in fighting crime, and new technology 
realms of crowdfunding and digital currencies.. 
  
Speakers include: 
 Yonov Frederick Agah, Deputy Director General, World Trade Organization  
 Kathryn Beiser, Global Chair, Edelman Corporate Practice, Edelman Group 
 Kate Carnell, CEO, Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry  



 Georg Kell, Executive Director, United Nations Global Compact 
 Gian Maria Gros-Pietro, Chairman, Management Board Intesa Sanpaolo Bank  

During the Congress the global chamber community will issue declarations on their role and responsibilities in 
society, and how they support entrepreneurship. Chamber innovation and efforts to remain relevant to SMEs 
will also be showcased during the final rounds of the World Chambers Competition with winners to be 
announced during the concluding Congress Gala Dinner to be held on 12 June in the Venaria Reale, Torino. 
The 2015 Competition attracted 79 entries from 39 countries.   
 
For more information or to arrange an interview, please contact: 
Dawn Chardonnal ICC Head of Media Relations and Web 
Tel (Paris) +33 1 49 53 29 07 Tel (Torino 10-12 June): +33 60 32 44 76 11 
Email: dawn.chardonnal@iccwbo.org  

About the World Chambers Congress 
World Chambers Congresses are held every two years and are organized by the World Chambers 
Federation, a working body of the International Chamber of Commerce. Since the inaugural World Chambers 
Congress in Marseilles in 1999, the event has established an enviable reputation as the place where chamber 
of commerce and business leaders get to know international peers and share experience and best practice on 
issues that have a direct impact on the chamber of commerce community. More workshop than talk shop, the 
World Chambers Congress offers practical, hands-on solutions to support the development of small- and 
medium-sized enterprises and provides chambers of commerce an opportunity to learn best how to deal with 
the myriad challenges facing modern business. The World Chambers Congress is the only international forum 
devoted to the global community of over 12,000 chambers of commerce. Delegates come together from as far 
as Afghanistan, Algeria, Australia, Costa Rica, Cuba, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Ecuador, Fiji, Ivory 
Coast, Madagascar, Mongolia, Nepal, Philippines, Saudi Arabia, and Uganda. 
www.KL2009.com 
 
 
About the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) 
ICC is the world business organization, whose fundamental mission is to promote open trade and investment 
and help business meet the challenges and opportunities of an increasingly integrated world economy. 
With interests spanning every sector of private enterprise, ICC’s global network comprises over 6 million 
companies, chambers of commerce and business associations in more than 130 countries. ICC members 
work through national committees in their countries to address business concerns and convey ICC views to 
their respective governments. 
ICC conveys international business views and priorities through active engagement with the United Nations, 
the World Trade Organization, the G20 and other intergovernmental forums. 
Close to 3,000 experts drawn from ICC member companies feed their knowledge and experience into crafting 
the ICC stance on specific business issues. 
www.iccwbo.org 
 
 
About the ICC World Chambers Federation (WCF) 
ICC World Chambers Federation (WCF) is the unique and truly global forum uniting the global network of 
more than 12,000 chambers from every country around the world. WCF facilitates the exchange of best 
practice and fosters the development of new global products and services for chambers. It also contributes to 
create international partnerships between chambers and other stakeholders and help their local businesses 
grow. WCF was established by ICC in 1950 as the 
International Bureau of Chambers of Commerce (IBCC). 
www.worldchambersfederation.org  
 
 
Torino Chamber of Commerce 
The Torino Chamber of Commerce is a public institution that represents 227,000 companies and aims at 
developing the local economy through effective interventions. 
It promotes local excellence abroad and generates business opportunities through a number of activities, like 
encouraging business relations at home and abroad, fostering technological innovation, providing information 
and specific training to companies, setting up new and targeted services, and organizing important events for 
the economic and social development of Torino and its area. 
www.to.camcom.it 
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