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Opportunities and challenges for entrepreneurship in your 
country/region 
 
Tuvalu is a small country with a very limited market, and also 
isolated from regional main airline and shipping routes. 
Opportunities and challenges for entrepreneurship however does 
exist but access to finance is very difficult. Investors support is 
very much sought to assist in viable ventures. 
 
Description of the Chamber: public or private? Local, regional, 
national? How many  member businesses does your Chamber 
have? Which sectors?  
 
TuCCI is the only incorporated national business association 
strictly for businesses in Tuvalu. It has more than 50 registered 
members though serving and supporting all the businesses 
nationwide. 
 
Which key projects does your Chamber realize?  
 
TuCCI is planning to focus on these key projects: 
 
i) Build a business / commercial complex, 
ii) Establish funding lines & support accessible by its 
members due to hard and unfriendly lending policies of banks to 
business developments, namely; 
a) Guarantee Fund of $2,000,00 to utilize over next 5 years, 
b) Venture Capital Fund of $500,000 to utilize over next 3 
years, 
c) Microfinance Service at initial capital of $1,500,000 over 
initial 2 years, 
d) Establish a business incubator system to assist and 
support local businesses at initial turnover of 3-5 businesses 

every 3-4 months, plus ad hoc visits to deliver business advisory services whenever demanded by 
the members. [Support of partners from Australia & NZ will be required to source at least 2 
expatriates for term of 2-years contract] 
e) Establish and sustain a dynamic TuCCI office of zero tolerance of political influence to 
nurture, develop, protect, and advance the interests of the business community particularly the 
members. 
iii) Promote national trade events to boost vitality of local businesses as well as attract foreign 
investors, 
a) Establish Agricultural Show as Tuvalu is basically of a subsistence economy, and therefore 
not only to promote trade but more important to encourage locals to utilize local resources 
especially those which impact greatly on food security to lessen heavy reliance on imports now 
prevailing. 
b) Assist with the development of the tourism industry in lobbying strongly with government to 
provide incentives such as availing soft loans through state-owned financing institutions, and to 
create a friendlier infrastructure. 
 



c) Encourage establishment of traditional and cultural events like Beauty Contests, Fishing 
Competition, Canoe Rowing, Wrestling, and similar events important to promote Tuvalu as one of 
the attractive destinations for tourists in the South Pacific. 
iv) Encourage businesses to exploit local resources for export, and 
 
The most important challenge for your Chamber in the future  
 
Most important challenge for Tuvalu Chamber is to develop the export industry in securing 
potential markets, and ensure product quality meet international market standards. 
 
Any interesting experience or success story your Chamber went through 
 
Since Tuvalu gained independence from Great Britain in 1978 the Tuvalu Chamber was 
established in the mid‘80s and henceforth struggled to survive on its own but failed mainly due to 
lack of people with experience and knowledge to advance the interests of the business community 
as a whole, and the unsupportive of the Government due to political affiliations of those within the 
Chamber’s administrative body. 
 
In 2010 however through the initiation of the Finance Minister of the Government of the day, a 
private sector organization in name of Tuvalu National Private Sector Organization (TNPSO) was 
established, to the demise of the Chamber and other business associations. This new organization 
however got defunct again in mid-2012 giving way for the re-establishment of the Chamber in late 
2012 by a group of local businesses strictly for profit-oriented businesses only as opposed to the 
TNPSO whose membership also included civil society and not-for-profit entities. 
 
In April 2013 the Chamber became the first and only incorporated business association, 
established by the local businesses themselves without influence and involvement of Government, 
to advance and protect the interests of the business community in Tuvalu with zero tolerance of 
political influences which has plagued past business associations. On application became a 
member of the ICC and WCF in late 2012, and has since progressed to form partnerships with the 
Chamber family worldwide including other partners abroad. Though invited to attend the ICC WCF 
8th World Chambers Congress held in Doha, Qatar, in 2013 finally managed to confirm 
attendance on the ICC WCF 9th World Chambers in Torino, Italy this year. 
 
The Chamber’s Council (administrative body) has secured an office building and now in process to 
furnish and acquire office equipment and staffing, where proposals and negotiations with the 
World Bank (IFC), Tuvalu Government, and several other partners are in progress. 
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